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name a great measure of the century upon which Great Britain
has had fuller knowledge of a forthcoming plan in the points on
which she feels anxiety or lively interest.
Mr. Gladstone in addressing Your Majesty has been most
anxious to distinguish between matters of fact and matters of
opinion.
What does or does not destroy the Act of Union may be
matter of opinion. In the opinion of Earl Cairns,1 sustained by
him with a powerful argument, the Act of Union was destroyed in
1869 by the disestablishment of the Irish Church. In -the opinion
of the Opposition of 1886 the Act would have been destroyed
by the cessation of Irish representation at Westminster. But
that opinion seems to disappear, when an Irish representation is
retained.
If Mr. Gladstone may mention his own opinion, it is this.
Before the Act of Union the Irish Parliament was independent
and supreme, and subject to no other authority whatever. But
the Irish legislature proposed in 1886 was, like the Colonial
legislatures, derived from and wholly subject to the Imperial
Parliament. In the maintenance of this subordination, according
to Mr. Gladstone's view, lies the essence of the Act of Union.
But when he has spoken of Home Rule in Ireland as a con-
servative measure, he has principally meant that, as he believed,
it would tend powerfully to establish harmony between the
several portions of the United Kingdom, and to attach some
millions of Your Majesty's subjects far more firmly to Your
Majesty's throne, and to the laws and constitution of the country ;
such in his idea are the most conservative of all measures ; and
such is allowed to have been the effect of substituting local self-
Govemment in Canada and Australia for Government from
Downing Street.
With respect to the Irish declarations which Your Majesty
thinks may be believed, and which may be held to mean separ-
ation from this country, they were, as Mr. Gladstone believes,
anterior to 1885. They did not then prevent Conservative States-
men from hblding language undeniably far from favourable to
Irish Home Rule. They were the words of men smarting under the
recollection of much obstinate, protracted, and often cruel
injustice, as well as of men not exempt from the common errors
1 J-ord Chancelloi: in. Mr. Pisraeli's